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12:00 p.m. 

Location: Hunt Club 

Attendees: 

• Board: Marc Manfre, Director of Parks & Recreation; Kathy Lopez; Parker Snowe; Bridget

O'Donnell; Anne Stauffer; Beth Chapman; John McMullan; Mary Coniglio

• County: Councilperson Elaine Paul Schaefer, County Council Liaison; Steven Beckley, Planning

manager, Open Space and Trails; Karen Wilwol, Soil & Water Conservation Watershed Specialist.

• Not present: Nicholas Hoyt; Barron Lacy; Trish McFarland; Nicholas Furman; Kelly Johnson;

Stephanie Gaboriault

• Minutes by Carol Tustin

• Call to Order: 12:00 pm

Meeting Minutes from July 12, 2023 were approved by the board. 

• Call to Order ................................................................................................................ Chair Kathy Lopez 

o The meeting was called to order by Kathy Lopez, Park Board Chair.

• Directors report ..................................................................................................................... Marc Manfre 

o This year's 2023 Summer Concert series had a successful year. The first few weeks we

had some weather issues that put a little damper on it, but we had a very successful

season. The attendance numbers on the good weather days were great. Our sound and

lighting team did a wonderful job. The young people working with Price Stevenson are

tremendous. Beth, again, had a very creative and wonderful group of entertainers, so I

am extremely proud of that. It was our 48th year and each year we grow. It is an honor to

be a part of this great tradition.

o We have had some major developments in our system. Upland playground has been

completed as I reported in the July meeting. The Little Flower property project is coming

along. All the roadways are in. We saved a 100-year-old tree that was scheduled to be

knocked down, but with Anne Stauffer's diligence and persuasion, we managed to save

it. We talked to the general contractor to save it and worked the roadway around it. So,

everything is on schedule, I urge you to go down and look at it. One of the key

components of the project is the Community Garden project, like the one here at Rose
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o We are working with the Public Works Director for the updates/ new bathrooms. They

will have to be ADA accessible.

• Discussion

o There was a second public opinion survey done for Don Guanella. There is going to be a

name the park contest. There was a public meeting with County Council and also a

committee that was formed. We received over 500 applications for the spots on the

committee. It's been a process over 18 months, and it's been a transparent process. We

do have the draft of the master plan. The Park Board can advise the Friends of the New

Park. The Marple Greenspace group, who had been working to save the park as green

space would have to work with the Friends of the New Park or get in touch with Parks &

Recreation Department or the County to be part of the Friends group.

o We should set up a subcommittee to work on guidelines for starting Friends Groups to

help them organize.

o Kathy and Marc will set up a working group to talk about the budget prepping for next

year.

o We will look at having our Park Board social gathering closer to the holidays.

• Meeting adjourned: 1:10 pm

Meetings: 

January 11- Zoom 

March 8 - Zoom 

May 10 - Hunt Club 

July 12 - Hunt Club 

September 13 - Hunt Club 

November 8 - Hunt Club 

Park Visits: 

February 8 - Mineral Hill 

April 12 - Little Flower & Darby Creek Trail 

June 14- Rose Tree Concert - canceled 

August 9 - Don Guanella - canceled 

October 11- Upland 

December - Rose Tree Festival of Lights on opening night 
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